
Mstislav RostRopovich’s wine collection

Expert: Ambroise de Montigny

On the 29 of November, Yann Le Mouël Auctioneers will have the privilege of selling the wine collection of the 
internationally acclaimed violoncellist and Orchestra Director Mstislav Rostropovich. Over 1 200 bottles of wine 
valued at close to €300,000 will be auctioned.

Mstislav Rostropovich (1927-2007) was without a doubt, one of the most important figures of the classical music scene 
of the 20th century. Aside from their successful carriers, Rostropovich and his wife, the soprano Galina Vishnevskaya, diva 
of the Bolshoi Theater, also put together two important collections – Art works and wine – both of them a reflection 
of their image as a couple of epicureans who strongly defended their cultural freedom. Their vast Art collection was 
acquired in 2011 by a Russian art collector. 

« We remember our parents as a couple full of curiosity, enjoying life and happy to discover the gastronomy and 
traditions of the countries where they were called to perform. Our father, loved particularly the wonders offered by the 
“French Terroir”, and constituted over time a cellar where he could find the wines he loved. For him as well as for our 
mother, this collection had to be kept in France, country that had welcomed us during our exile, and from where the 
majority of the wines that composed it originated », have expressed Elena and Olga Rostropovich, daughters of the 
collectors.
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While creating his cellar, Mstislav Rostropovich chose to honor the most memorable events that marked his life and 
that of his family. Thus to the wines of 1927 to commemorate his birth, he added those of 1926, the year when his wife 
Galina Vishnevskaya was born, his wedding in 1955, the birth of their daughters, Olga in 1956 and Elena in 1958. The 
achievements of their musical careers are also represented by the choice of vintages that constitute the collection. 
Their exile at the United States in 1974, the concert he gave on November 11 1989 at the Berlin wall. The renaissance of 
Russia is also present in the choice of vintages that constitute his collection.

The great Bordeaux represented by Lafite and Latour and many others classics, 
are part his collection. His love of Burgundy is shown by presence of wines from 
Henri Jayer, Georges Mugneret and René Engel, of the Hospices de Beaune and 
Hospices de Nuits St. Georges as well. As he was also close to a certain number 
of Champaign producers, many a great bottle of Pommery, Krug and Moët & 
Chandon amongst others, are to be found in the catalogue. A certain number of 
foreign wines from Argentina Italy and Spain give witness to his cultural curiosity 
and some carefully selected Armagnacs and Cognacs round up the collection.
Many of the collection’s bottles carry special labels with the Rostropovich name, 
proof of the producers’ friendship, admiration and respect for the him as a wine 
lover and musician. An identification label of the auction will be added to the 
bottles by the Auction house, as proof of origin and to facilitate traceability.

Vosne-Romanée, 12 October 2000

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

It is certainly not a coincidence, if the years that pass have hide in 
a corner of our cellars this bottle of the 1955 vintage. They intended 
that the opportunity be given us to dust it off sothat, this evening, 
our friends of the brotherhood, be able to offer it to you, to remind 
you of an occasion cherished by both of you. 

The Domaine , by my intermediation, would also like that this 
bottle of GRANDS ECHEZEAUX 1955, give witness to the profound 
admiration on towards you that it carries and that when you drink 
it together, our hope is that it brings you some extent of the sublime 
happiness that you have, with such generosity, given us for so many 
years and in such numerous occasions.
 A. de VILLAINE

Estimate: €2,000-3,000

Bottle of  
NUITS St GEORGES 

1er cru « Les Meurgers » 
Henri JAYER 1985

Estimate: €2,000-3,000

Mathuselah of 
CHAMPAGNE POMMERY  

Gift of the domaine specially 
created for Galina and « Slava »  

Rostropovich. It is numbered 1410 
and signed by Patrick Berthaud.   

Estimate: €800-1,000

Imperial (6 L.) of 
CHÂTEAU LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 1989 

1er Grand Cru Classé Pauillac 
Lodged in it’s original domaine’s  

wood box.
Estimate: €4,000-6,000

Bottle of 
CHÂTEAU LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 
1er Grand Cru Classé Pauillac 1803 

Back slip stating « Bottle re corked by 
the Cellar Master at the Château 

 in 1992»
Estimate: €6,000-8,000

Double magnum (3 L.) of 
CHÂTEAU LAFITE ROTHSCHILD 
1er Grand Cru Classé Pauillac 1947 

Back slip stating « Bottle 
reconditionned by the Cellar Master 

at the Château in 1993 » 
Estimate: €5,000-6,000
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About Drouot
Founded in 1852, Drouot is the largest auction place in the world ever since. The institution now gathers 62 auction houses and hosted 578 auctions 
during the first half of 2018 that totalled €195,3M. Each year, Drouot welcomes 500,000 visitors, who browse though the 17 salesrooms which feature 
the works of art from over 21 categories, from antiquities to street art. The Drouot Group includes several branches, including Auctionspress which 
weekly publishes the Gazette Drouot and Drouot Digital, the e-commerce platform that offers ‘live’ services (auction streaming and live bidding) and 
online-only sales.
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